
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

DECEMBER 9, 2021 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, 

December 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Brad Simmons 

Commissioners: Mike Cochrane, Dale Dalton, Patrick Holton and Tony Long 

Commissioner-Elect: Twanna Henderson 

Town Attorney: Kevin Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Planning Director: John Hoard 

Town Engineer: Steve Frey 

Fire Chief: David Leath 

Police Chief: Joseph Hatley 

Finance Director: Naida Sergel 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells  

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

 

Mayor Simmons called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Cochrane, 

Mayor Simmons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  None. 

 

Approve Minutes of the November 10, 2021 Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting: Upon 

the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the Board 

unanimously approved the minutes of November 10, 2021. 

 

Consent Agenda: (A) Accept November Tax Collector’s Report; (B) Accept October 

Treasurer’s Reports and Financials; and, (C) Accept Audit Extension Contract with Ann R. 

Craven: Upon the motion of Commissioner Dalton, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, the 

Board unanimously approved the Consent Agenda. 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC21-13, Filed by JHP Holding Company, LLC, Property 

located at 13421 Jomac Drive, Tax Parcel Numbers 139-092-20 and 139-092-21, to Permit a 

Warehouse Space and Construction Yard with Outside Storage of Equipment and 

Materials: Planning Director Hoard submitted the following memo: 

The applicant is requesting Conditional Zoning approval to allow warehouse space and a 

construction yard with outside storage of equipment and materials. Conditional District 



 

 

decisions shall be made in consideration of identified relevant adopted land use plan. 

Conditional District rezoning is a legislative procedure under which the Board of 

Commissioners has the authority to increase, tighten, add, vary, modify, or waive specific 

conditions or standards. In approving a petition for the rezoning of property to a Conditional 

District the Board of Commissioners may request reasonable and appropriate conditions. 

 

The recommended consistency statement was as follows: #ZC21-13 was consistent with the 

Land Use Plan and was found to be reasonable and in the public interest, based on the 

information presented and reviewed with the rezoning application. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Dalton, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, the Board 

unanimously approved #ZC21-13, Filed by JHP Holding Company, LLC, Property located at 

13421 Jomac Drive, Tax Parcel Numbers 139-092-20 and 139-092-21, to Permit a Warehouse 

Space and Construction Yard with Outside Storage of Equipment and Materials.   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Long, the Board 

unanimously approved the recommended consistency statement: #ZC21-13 was consistent with 

the Land Use Plan and was found to be reasonable and in the public interest, based on the 

information presented and reviewed with the rezoning application. 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC21-14, Filed by Stimmel Associates, PA, Property Located at 

4155 Mintwood Drive, Tax Parcel Numbers 195-031-04 and 195-031-06, to Allow a 

Conditional Rezoning to Allow a Mecklenburg County Park: Planning Director Hoard 

submitted the following memo: 

The applicant is requesting Conditional Zoning approval to allow a Mecklenburg County 

Public Park. The park, as indicated on the Zoning Plan, will be divided into two phases of 

development. Upon approval, the immediate Phase 1 includes all portions shown in green 

on the Zoning Plan. The phase 2 development timeframe has not been specified.  

 

Park—A facility operated by an entity, other than the Town of Mint Hill, that may or may 

not be open to the general public for outdoor active recreational uses, including, but not 

limited to: ball fields, swimming facilities, camping facilities, and which contains 

improvements designed specifically for such active recreational uses. Such facilities may 

also contain improvements designed for passive recreational uses. (See Section 7.2.15, 

Nonresidential Use in the Residential Zoning District.) 

 

Conditional District decisions shall be made in consideration of identified relevant adopted 

land use plan. Conditional District rezoning is a legislative procedure under which the Board 

of Commissioners has the authority to increase, tighten, add, vary, modify, or waive specific 

conditions or standards. In approving a petition for the rezoning of property to a Conditional 

District the Board of Commissioners may request reasonable and appropriate conditions. 

 

The recommended consistency statement was as follows: #ZC21-14 was inconsistent with 

the Land Use Plan, but the Unified Development Ordinance allows consideration of a park 

in the R district through the conditional zoning process. The application was found to be 

reasonable and in the public interest based on the information presented and reviewed. 



 

 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Long, the Board 

unanimously approved #ZC21-14, Filed by Stimmel Associates, PA, Property Located at 4155 

Mintwood Drive, Tax Parcel Numbers 195-031-04 and 195-031-06, to Allow a Conditional 

Rezoning to Allow a Mecklenburg County Park. The following exemptions were granted: sidewalk 

installation along public streets, curb and gutter along public streets, installation of street trees 

along street frontages and phased development. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Holton, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the Board 

unanimously approved the consistency statement: #ZC21-14 was inconsistent with the Land Use 

Plan, but the Unified Development Ordinance allowed consideration of a park in the R district 

through the conditional zoning process. The application was found to be reasonable and in the 

public interest based on the information presented and reviewed. 

 

**** Honoring Commissioner Mike Cochrane*** 

Mayor Simmons said a little over four years ago he met, at Americana, with Mike Cochrane.  At 

lunch, the gentlemen discussed Mike’s desire to run for Mint Hill Commissioner.  Mayor Simmons 

asked Commissioner Cochrane if he had time to be a board member and he replied that he would 

make the time.  Commissioner Cochrane’s sole objective was to serve the people of Mint Hill.  In 

the 4 years since being elected, Commissioner Cochrane had done nothing other than serve the 

people of Mint Hill.  Mayor Simmons stated he was a great example to follow. Mayor Simmons 

presented Commissioner Cochrane with a plaque from the Town of Mint Hill. Mayor Simmons 

stated he loved Mike Cochrane and he appreciated everything he had done for Mint Hill. 

 

Commissioner Cochrane praised The Lord; he stated The Lord kept him going when his personal 

and professional life compounded when taking care of the needs of others.  He stated, God 

provided all of the strength.  Commissioner Cochrane stated the Board was great to work with!  

Commissioner Cochrane stated Town Hall Staff was wonderful.  The Mint Hill Police, Mint Hill 

Fire and Mint Hill Public Works were some of the finest in the State of North Carolina.  

Commissioner Cochrane was honored to have been born in and to continue to live in Mint Hill.  

He stated the residents of Mint Hill felt blessed to live here, too.  He stated the Board was not 

always right, but they tried; the Board loved The Lord and prayed about decisions before they 

made them.  He asked everyone to pray for the Board and the newest incoming Commissioner, 

Commissioner Henderson.  Commissioner Cochrane said his first priority was taking care of his 

wife and he had not run for re-election because he needed to take care of his spouse. He stated he 

was glad to see a good Christian lady like Commissioner-Elect Henderson be elected and he knew 

it would go well.  Commissioner Cochrane closed by thanking the Town residents and the Board. 

 

Certification of 2021 Municipal Election Results for Mint Hill: Town Clerk Wells presented 

the November 2, 2021 General Election Abstract of Votes for the Town of Mint Hill’s candidates 

for election as certified by the Mecklenburg County Board of Elections. Based on the election 

results, the following individuals were elected to serve on the Town’s Board of Commissioners 

for a two-year term: Brad A. Simmons, Mayor; and, Dale Dalton, Patrick Holton, Tony Long and 

Twanna Henderson, Commissioners. 

  

By consensus, the Board accepted the 2021 Municipal Results for the Town of Mint Hill. 



 

 

 

Oaths of Office: Town Clerk Wells administered the Oath for the Office of Mayor of the Town 

of Mint Hill, North Carolina to Brad A. Simmons. Town Clerk Wells administered the Oath for 

the Office of Commissioner of the Town of Mint Hill to Dale Dalton, Patrick Holton, Tony Long 

and Twanna Henderson. 

 

Ten-Minute Recess for Reception Honoring Elected Officials: Mayor Simmons declared a ten- 

minute recess. After the recess, Mayor Simmons called the meeting back to order. 

 

Comments from Newly Elected Mayor and Commissioners:  Commissioner Henderson quoted 

Psalm 91; I will give thanks to you Lord with all of my heart; I will tell of all of your wonderful 

deeds.  Commissioner Henderson gave glory and praise to God, who was the head of her life, and 

to Jesus Christ her savior. She stated, all she was and all she had become was because of him.  She 

thanked her husband, Reverend Michael Henderson of New Beginnings Church, for his spiritual, 

physical and financial support. He had flown in from a corporate retreat just to be with her this 

evening. Commissioner Henderson thanked her campaign team who believed, encouraged and 

supported her. She thanked her numerous volunteers and supporters who rolled up their sleeves, 

encouraged her, donated to her campaign and those who had loaned her resources (e.g. jeep, rv) or 

stood in the rain and/or heat during early voting/election day. She looked forward to serving the 

great Town of Mint Hill and she thanked the neighbors, friends, voters and residents of Mint Hill.  

She thanked the Board of Commissioners and Town Staff for welcoming her with open arms. 

Commissioner Henderson said the Board was truly better together. She thanked and recognized 

the elected officials in the audience for their service. Commissioner Henderson stated she had met 

many amazing people during her campaign including Sheila and staff at the Mint Hill Library.  

Commissioner Henderson stated she met Cal, as he was headed into vote, he was heading in to 

vote for the four he was told to vote for; he took time to hear why he should vote for her and 

subsequently made her one of his four.  She recounted a special memory where she met a man in 

the bank parking lot who asked her if she worked for Twanna Henderson.  She told the gentleman 

that she did; he went on to ask her questions and at the end of the conversation, he re-directed his 

plans and went to an early voting precinct to vote for her. Commissioner Henderson thanked the 

young teenage women in the audience, who represented the diversity in the Town; she told them 

the Town was diverse and this event was making history. Her charge to them was to dare to believe; 

do not be afraid to be a trail blazer. She reiterated they should not allow anyone to tell them what 

they could not do or could not become. Commissioner Henderson was thankful for her 80-year-

old friend, who walked in her neighborhood; after his cancer returned, he had his walks become 

more infrequent and eventually the walks became too much.  She stated he believed in her and 

asked his wife Diane to take him to vote early so he could vote for her. Commissioner Henderson 

stated Bruce had passed away on December 8th and she was sad because she would miss him. 

Commissioner Henderson was thankful he knew The Lord and believed in a better Mint Hill.  She 

was very thankful to be allowed to serve Mint Hill; she believed Mint Hill mattered. 

 

Commissioner Dalton thanked the voters; he was extremely honored to have been given their 

support.  He hoped they knew how much he appreciated the great faith they had placed in him.  He 

thanked his supporters and the poll workers; it meant so much to him.  Commissioner Dalton stated 

his wife, Pamela, had been his biggest supporter. He mentioned he and Commissioner Cochrane 

cut up all of the time and teased a lot…often they would have to reiterate to residents they were 



 

 

not arguing but instead were joking with one another. He thanked Commissioner Cochrane for 

being such a wonderful person to work with, and a friend. He told Commissioner Cochrane that 

he loved him. Commissioner Dalton was really looking forward to this next term and looking 

forward to the results of the 10-Year Land Use Plan, the construction of the newest Fire Station, 

the construction of the storage facility for the Police Department, and the new Public Works 

facility. He shared the Public Works Department had only one restroom and he was glad they were 

gaining a new facility. Commissioner Dalton stated he had been on the Board for six years and 

they had worked well together; he stated they worked as a team, and they had done what was right 

for the Town.  

 

Commissioner Holton stated he was humbled and honored to have the privilege to have been re-

elected.  He stated he had learned much in two years and was excited for this opportunity over the 

next two-year term. Commissioner Holton thanked his mother for making the trip up here for the 

swearing in.  She had always been there for him every day of his life.  He was more appreciative 

than words could express. He concluded by thanking the Town of Mint Hill. 

 

Commissioner Long echoed the sentiments of Commissioner Holton, working in conjunction with 

the citizens of Mint Hill was humbling and rewarding.  He stated it had been a blessing to work 

alongside Commissioner Cochrane over the last 20 years at the Chamber of Commerce, Senior 

Citizens Christmas Party and on the Mint Hill Board of Commissioners. Commissioner Long 

stated Commissioner Cochrane had been a good example to emulate. Commissioner Long was 

excited about the future of Mint Hill. 

 

Mayor Simmons stated he and his wife, Renee, had lived in Mint Hill for 37 years and had watched 

a number of Boards come and go. Although, he noted, Mayor Biggers had been around for 20 

years as Mayor.  Mayor Simmons stated the citizens had always made good decisions when voting 

for elected officials and he knew the heart of the Board; they were servants.  The voters got it right 

again.  He stated they would make a great team.  Mayor Simmons stated he was very honored to 

be elected as Mayor; he appreciated being allowed to serve for two more years.  He stated, two 

years ago, Mrs. Simmons said that she never thought they would be running for Mayor.  He replied, 

neither had he, and they had not only run but had just been elected.  Mayor Simmons thanked the 

Town of Mint Hill and pledged to serve the Town to the best of his ability. 

 

Election of Mayor Pro Tempore: Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded by 

Commissioner Holton, the Board unanimously elected Commissioner Dalton as Mayor Pro 

Tempore. 

 

Mayoral Appointments: Mayor Simmons made the following appointments to have the Board 

members serve on various boards and committees.  Commissioner Dalton was appointed as the 

liaison to the Mint Hill Chamber of Commerce and Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning 

Organization. Commissioner Holton was appointed as the liaison to the Planning Board and the 

Mint Hill Athletic Association. Commissioner Long was appointed as the liaison to the Centralina 

Council of Government, Municipal Education Advisory Committee, and the QUAD Alliance.  

Commissioner Henderson was appointed as the liaison to the Board of Adjustment and the Mint 

Hill Historical Society. 

 



 

 

Public Comments: Town Manager Welch read the following emailed Public Hearing Comments 

verbatim for the minutes: 

 

Patrice Commodore, 9929 Lawyers Road, Suite I, Mint Hill, North Carolina 28227; I am a local 

dance artist, educator, and the owner of Order My Steps Dance Company and Arts Center located 

right here in Mint Hill. I have spent the last twelve years building programs for youth, adults, and 

seniors alike. A vital component of our mission is to make the arts accessible to all. Partnering 

with the Arts and Science Council has enabled this goal to become a reality. I am writing to you 

today to share with you some of the impact of your support of ASC. As you support ASC you 

support your local residents, students, families, artists, and businesses alike. The arts are more than 

entertainment; they are a lifeline and outlet for many. This is so evident in my work with seniors. 

In partnership with ASC, I launched Dance Without Limits, a class for seniors of all mobility 

levels. What began as a class experiment grew into much more. Even as a teacher I became a 

student. The class was more than a physical activity, it was a catalyst in building friendships and 

addressed the needs for community among our senior population. It filled the gap of social isolation 

felt by many and it was a motivating factor to keep moving. Without funding, those with limited 

economic means, those fighting to keep food on the table, and those who can barely afford the 

rising cost of medication would be excluded from a community in the arts. The arts promote 

healthy living, provide emotional and physical outlets, encourage creativity, bridge educational 

gaps, unite generations, contribute to the economy, reduce risky behavior, establish connections 

and overall grow the well-being of the community. The work of Order My Steps in Mint Hill 

would not be possible without your support of ASC, for which I thank you. In closing, a quote 

from Andrew Carnegie: “Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common vision. The 

ability to direct individual accomplishments toward organizational objectives. It is the fuel that 

allows common people to attain uncommon results.” Let us all keep working together to do 

something exceptional in Mint Hill.  Thank you. 

 

Appointments to the Board of Adjustment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded 

by Commissioner Holton, the Board unanimously appointed Bill Mathers, Ron Rentschler and 

Todd Fisher as regular members on the Board of Adjustment.  Upon the motion of Commissioner 

Long, seconded by Commissioner Holton, the Board unanimously appointed Frank Norwood as 

the alternate member.  Their terms expire December 31, 2024. 

 

Other Business/Council Matters: Commissioner Long gave kudos to event staff for the 

outstanding job on the Christmas Parade.  He said everyone enjoyed a safe and delightful evening 

in Mint Hill and the weather was wonderful. Commissioner Long stated the parade started the 

season off in the correct manner. 

 

Commissioner Holton echoed Commissioner Long and said the parade was tremendous! It was 

just what the Town needed, when the Town needed it.  Commissioner Holton said they came out 

in full force. He thanked everyone involved. 

 

Commissioner Dalton thanked everyone involved in the Christmas Parade and it appeared as the 

whole Town was present. The parade was wonderful. 

 



 

 

Commissioner Henderson gave kudos too and said it was a fantastic event and the turnout was 

wonderful. The efforts, it took to pull off the event, were displayed…it was a wonderful event. 

 

Mayor Simmons said he had the opportunity to meet with the Mayors in Mecklenburg County this 

week.  He stated they spoke about their Town departments and staff; he said he was not sure we 

realized how lucky we were. The Town was very lucky to have such a great Public Works 

Department who often went unnoticed but worked so hard for the Town residents. Mayor Simmons 

stated the Public Works had placed every bulb on the Christmas Tree and every wreath along the 

streets in Mint Hill.  He stated the crews never stood around like other agencies. Mayor Simmons 

stated they were blessed by all they did for the Town. Mayor Simmons stated the ISO Fire rating 

in Mint Hill was supposed to be unachievable for a Town our size, but our department had 

exceeded all expectations and had received the ISO rating of 2! The Mint Hill Police Department 

was doing such an outstanding job that the Town of Mint Hill was ranked the 19th safest city in 

North Carolina. He stated Town Staff went out of their way and pitched in wherever possible to 

make the Town a better place. Mayor Simmons stated staff was always ready to help.  He said we 

were all blessed to live in Mint Hill. 

 

Adjournment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner Dalton, the 

Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Simmons adjourned the meeting at 

7:50 p.m. 

 

      

Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 

 


